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   The Governor's signing of bills down under the Gold Dome is moving much slower this year, so today's edition will be a little brief.
House Bill 1007 was deemed lost. The bill would have expanded the authority of county governments to regulate fires when red flag warnings or fire weather watches have been issued by the National Weather Service, and to regulate fireworks at all times of the year,  amending existing statute covering the period between May 31st and July 5th of each year.
House Bill 1010 was signed by the Governor on May 12th. The bill clarifies matters in relation to the prescribed burn program and Senate Bill 13-083 passed in the aftermath of the Lower North Fork Fire. The bill also clarifies what suppression actions will be taken to control an escaped prescribed fire and who may attend a prescribed burn in a supervisory roll.
Senate Bill 14-008 was signed by the Governor on May 14th. SB 008 tasks the Department of Public Safety/Division of Fire Prevention and Control with setting up a Wildfire Information and Resource Center (WIRC) as an on-line resource for homeowners, fire professionals, the media and educators. The WIRC is to make available:
· current wildfires and prescribed burns;
· wildfire prevention and preparation;
· statewide fire conditions;
· fire training;
· funding for wildfire mitigation; and
· other research and information at the discretion of the Director of the Division of Fire Prevention and Control.
House Bill 14-1281 was signed by Governor Hickenlooper in a media-covered signing event. Terminally ill patients will be eligible to participate in clinical trials or use investigational drugs, biological products or devices that are pending approval by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.
House Bill 14-1162 was signed by the Governor on May 19th. The purpose of the bill is to protect the victim of a sexual assault by creating a process to seek termination of the parental rights of the perpetrator of the sexual assault and to issue protective orders preventing future contact between the parties – all meant to protect the interests of the child and the victim of a sexual assault. The bill creates civil remedies but is not for a remedy to punish the perpetrator. HB 1162 makes changes to certain provisions enacted in SB 13-277.
Senate Bill 14-177 was deemed lost. The bill established a definition in the children's code of a drug-endangered child for purposes of child abuse or neglect cases. The legislative declaration stated that human services and law enforcement agencies must work from a common definition of drug-endangered child so they can best meet the needs of children whose health, welfare and safety may be at risk.
Senate Bill 14-178, a companion bill to SB 177, was also deemed lost. The bill applied to a drug-endangered child for purposes of cases of child abuse or neglect in the criminal code, and would have created a new basis for the crime of child abuse. SB 178 had a provision excluding as a defense that a defendant did not know a child was present, a child could  be found, a child resided on the premises or that a vehicle contained a child.
     The reader's comments or questions are always welcome. E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
